HERTFORDSHIRE SCHOOLS CHESS ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held on Thursday 10th October, 2013 

At 7.45 pm at Cunningham Hill Junior School, St Albans.

The Chairman, Yogesh Jina, opened the meeting at 8.00 pm and welcomed everyone present.

 Members of the committee introduced themselves to Sam Dias, who was also present .

Committee members present: Yogesh Jina (YJ), Tony Corfe (TC), Richard Dawson (RD), Mike Flatt (MF), Neelu Gogna (NG), Ravi Kumar (RK).
1. Apologies for absence: John Pooley and Donna Obstfeld.
2. Minutes of the last AGM (held on 21/10/12): these were approved.
3. Matters arising: Item 4: John had followed up on outstanding points, but amendments needed to be published to the committee.
4. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer John Pooley was not present, and had sent his apologies. No Treasurer’s Report was presented. This should be an item on the next Committee agenda – “To review accounts and Treasurer’s Report”.
5. County Team Managers’ Reports:-
· Under 9: (TC) The team came 4th in the semi-final. At the Final, they were 9th out of 18 teams. Marcos Capuzzo and Ken Dickson were thanked by the Chairman for their help.
· Under 11: (NG). The team were 5th at the semi-finals. At the Final in Nottingham, they were 7th. Neelu, who was new at the start of the year, had picked the team with Ravi – who she thanked for coaching the team. Good communication with the team had been established. Weekly Squad Training sessions had started earlier this year and proved successful.
· Girls: (DO not present) Finished in bottom half at National Finals – but did have a team this year.
· Under 13: Played in June at Habs event – A & B teams managed by Phillip Breindel. A struggled as 4 moved to U18 team – last in U13 Major section. B team 3rd in Minor section. C, a development team, managed by Ravi, did quite well in the Minor section.
· Under 18: Played at Habs event in June – managed by Jon Barnes (Habs Chess master). Boards 1 & 3 withdrew late in day, replaced by U13s. Came 5th overall in a strong tournament. Ravi Haria (Board 1) won both games, 3 or 4 gained 1½ points. Jonathan Pein won both and got best game prize. The Chair thanked Malcolm Pein for coaching.
           All managers were thanked for all their hard work.

6. School League Reports:-
· Hertfordshire Primary Schools Chess League: (TC) 28 teams had entered this competition, played on 3 Thursday evenings in the Autumn and Spring terms, and were put into 3 leagues: The Major League was won by Radlett Prep, who became U11 2013 Hertfordshire Team Champions. The Minor League was won by Maple School, and the Training League was won by Habs ‘C’ team. 4 schools hadn’t made all 3 sessions.
· The South-West Herts League: (RD) 10 teams entered this smaller competition, held annually at Cunningham Hill. Won  for the second year running by Roundwood School. This may become a HSCA event in 2014.
7. Chairman’s Report (YJ):-

· The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and the Committee for all their hard work. The Committee had met monthly since the last AGM.  In addition to running County Teams and coaching sessions, it had also run a large number of events and the Schools League competition.
· The Herts U9/U11 Championships had been held at Oakwood Primary School, who were thanked. So too were TC and MF, and RD/Phyllis Sweeny for refreshments. U9 Champion was Aman Gogna, who will receive the ‘Ken Dickson Trophy’. U11 Champion, Shobin Manocha received the ‘Chris Cook Trophy. George Angel from Oakwood won the ‘Stars Barred’ competition. A visit from 3 Counties Radio Treasure Hunt spiced up the day.
· Regular Coaching sessions were held at weekends and on weekday evenings – TC, RK, NG, MF and parents were thanked.
· 7 teams from the South-East took part in the EPSCA U9 Zonals at Chancellors School in Brookmans Park. It was a successful event and TC, RK, MF and DO were thanked.
· YJ had been appointed to run the Megafinals this year. The biggest event we’ve run (180 players) took place at St George’s School in Harpenden. The Chair thanked the committee, also Sheela Jina, Tim Thurston (arbiter), Mr Fitzgerald, Colin Corbally, John Gemmell, John Freeman and the Head (who gave out the prizes).
· As Herts were winners of the 2012 U18 tournament, we were asked to run the 2013 ECF National U13/U18 Championship. This took place at Haberdashers School – 48 teams (475 children) took part. The Chair gave special thanks to MF, he also thanked RD and parents (for refreshments and Book Shop), DO, Neville Belinfante and David Eustace. The presentations were by Jon Barnes, in the absence of the Headteacher. There was good feedback from this event.
· The latest event was the London Junior Qualifier, held in September at Skyswood School. Numbers were not so high as there are now more LJQs being run. YJ thanked MF, RK, TC for running the ‘Stars Barred’ competition, and Deepak and Savita for refreshments.
· All in all, a very busy year: on the communication front, DO (unfortunately not well at the moment) set up the Newsletter, also Facebook and Twitter. She was thanked, as was RK for all his hard work on the HSCA website (DO and MF will be able to assist him from now on).
· Ken Dickson, who still helps at chess events, had his 100th birthday marked by HSCA – the U9 trophy is named after him. A press release celebrated his services to Hertfordshire chess. He had made an inspiring thank you speech.
· The chair congratulated Hertfordshire England players: Laurence and Vincent Lee, Ravi Hari, Shobhin Manocha, Jeff Tomy and Taran and Asha Jina for their achievements. 

            The Committee thanked Yogesh for all his hard work and very able leadership 

             throughout the past year.
8. Any other reports: None.
9. Election of Officers:-
· Yogesh Jina was re-elected as Chairman (proposed by RD, seconded by TC).
· Richard Dawson was re-elected as Minutes Secretary (proposed by YJ, seconded by RK).

· John Pooley was re-elected as Treasurer (proposed by YJ, seconded by RD). The Committee recognised the personal difficulties experienced by the Treasurer in this past year and are glad that he is now nearly back to full health.
       10.  Election of Committee Members: The following were elected to the committee: Ravi        

             Kumar, Donna Obstfeld, Mike Flatt, Neelu Gogna and new member: Sam Dias. (Chris 
            Cook and Phillip Breindel have not indicated that they wish to remain on the committee).

            Team managers are automatically members of the Committee:-

             U9 – Sam Dias, U11 – Neelu Gogna, Girls – Donna Obstfeld, U13 – vacant, unless Phillip 

             Breindel will continue, U18 – vacant. (U13 & U18 could be one person).
Appointments:-
· Tournament Organiser – Yogesh Jina has done this for 5 years and would like to step down. This year he will take on the Herts Junior Championships and the Megafinal.
· Tony Corfe agreed that he would continue as League Secretary, but he would like someone to shadow him.

· HCA link: Mike Flatt.
· Safeguarding Officer: John Pooley.

· Schools Liaison: Tony Corfe, John Pooley and Richard Dawson.

   11.  Appointment of Auditor/scrutiniser of accounts:- 
            Mrs Foong Lambert to continue.

12. Any Other Business:-
· TC gave out the dates and times of this year’s Chess League Competition (now in its 8th year). The Committee agreed that the entry fee be increased from £15 to £18. (Wednesdays at Samuel Ryder School in St Albans: 20/11/13, 29/1/14 and 19/3/14. 4.15 pm start, ending at 6.15 pm – 7 pm on last day. Teams not to arrive before 3.45 pm).
· The Chair thanked DO and NG for hosting this year’s committee meetings and DO for her help with tournament entries.

· It was agreed that a card and some flowers should be sent to Donna, as she has not been well recently. (Post meeting note: Donna has received the flowers and expressed her appreciation to the committee for their kind thoughts)
· Next Training Dates: 17/11/13 and 7/12/13.

13.  Date of next committee meeting: Tuesday 14th November, at 8pm, at the home of 
        Neelu Gogna in Whetstone. (This was subsequently changed to 13/11/13).
    The meeting finished at 10.00 pm.
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